A case of an extremely rare unilateral subscapular trunk and axillary artery variation in a male Caucasian: comparison to the prevalence within other populations.
A male Caucasian cadaver was found to have a large common trunk that branched off of the first part of the axillary artery of the left arm. This trunk gave rise to all but two arterial branches of the axillary region. The large common trunk first gave off a thoracoacromial artery followed by the main branch, the subscapular artery. The subscapular was the origin of the posterior circumflex humeral and lateral thoracic arteries immediately proximal to bifurcating into its two terminal branches, the circumflex scapular and thoracodorsal arteries. Only the superior thoracic and anterior circumflex humeral arteries arose directly from the axillary artery. Also found was a high origin of the radial artery, noteworthy by its serpentine route. In comparison, in the right arm, no variants appeared in the axillary, subscapular, or brachial arteries. A comparison with branching patterns of axillary arteries from demographically similar and dissimilar populations revealed the extreme rarity of this set of anomalies.